City Slicker Farms & Hummingbirds Urban Farming Collective
Presents...

Worm Composting with Plastic
Buckets

Worm composting can be a convenient way for gardeners to turn food scraps
from previous meals into a nutrient rich soil amendment for their gardens.
Compost bucket designs are also a great way for gardeners to collect a natural
fertilizer for their plants. This packet is inspired by The Spruce’s “How to Make a
Worm-Composting Bin from Plastic Buckets” by Colleen Vanderlinden.
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How Does it Work?
In the first, inner composting bucket, worms begin with a protective bedding layer
and food. Gardeners can add food and additional layering to the next level as the
previous level begins to break down from the worms and decomposition. The
worms will travel between the two inner buckets, leaving compost ready to be used
in the garden. Switch between bucket layers, emptying out the finished compost for
your garden while continuing to add fresh food and bedding for the worms to do
their work! The outer bucket will collect liquids that form naturally from the
process. You can use this liquid as fertilizer for your plants-just dilute it with water!

Materials You Will Need
[2-3] Plastic 5-gallon buckets
[1] Bucket lid
Drill & Drill Bits (3/16" twist bits)
250-500 Red Wiggler Composting Worms

Shredded Cardboard, Burlap, or Shredded
Paper
Food Scraps (egg shells, vegetables, fruit,
etc)
Trowel

Inner Bucket-Bottom View
Start by drilling 10-13 holes 1-inch apart
at the bottom of the bucket. Do not drill
holes in the outer bucket.
If doing a two-layered system, repeat on
the additional inner bucket.
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Inner Bucket-Side View

Next drill a line of holes through lip of
the inner bucket near the top.
Then drill holes around the
circumference of bucket roughly 4inches apart.

If doing a two-layered system, repeat on
the additional inner bucket.

Layering Buckets
To begin assembly, place the outer bucket (the one without holes) on the ground, and
place an inner bucket inside it.
Next place a layering of bedding materials
(shredded cardboard, paper, etc.) inside the inner
bucket and wet it with some water.

Wet Cardboard
Food Scraps

Then add the worms and food scraps and place
another another layer of bedding material on top of
the worms & veggies.
Finally, put the lid on the bucket and wait.

Worms
Wet Cardboard

We recommend you wait a few weeks to make sure
you and your worms are comfortable, and once your
first inner bucket of worms are thriving you can add
the second inner bucket. You'll add worms, food
scraps and bedding to it the same way.

It takes a few months for worms to do their job. You can harvest the worm castings
(worm compost) when everything looks decomposed. You can add food scraps as often
as needed to keep the process going. The outer bucket can be used to capture moisture
from the process and the liquid can be diluted and used as fertilizer for your garden.
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